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BASE MICRONESIA: WHERE OUR DAY BEGINS

2014 marks the fifth anniversary of our Guam office! Although we opened in 2009, our work in Guam actually
began a decade earlier with mostly military facilities. In the 15 years since, our Guam work has expanded to
provide structural design and special inspection services for both public and private sector projects across the
island. Here are our most notable recent projects.

Joint Region Marianas HQ (2010)
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IS GUAM REALLY CAPABLE OF CAPSIZING?

Maybe Congressman Hank Johnson (D-GA) was onto something when he said that relocating 8,000 Marines
from Okinawa to Guam would cause it to “become so overly populated that it will tip over and capsize.” If that
ever happens it may not be the military’s fault but rather the island’s high seismicity. There has been a signifi-
cant increase in spectral accelerations (already extremely high) resulting from new probabilistic seismic hazard
assessments conducted for Guam and the Northern Marianas Islands. Recently the National Earthquake Haz-
ard Reduction Program (NEHRP) issued the following new seismic accelerations for Guam.

Oold New % Increase
S, * 1.50g 2.79¢g 86%
S,? 0.60g 0.68¢g 13%

1. Mapped spectral response acceleration at short periods.

2. Mapped spectral response acceleration at a period of 1-second.

Comparison of Guam Accelerations to Hawaii’s

Guam Big Island, HI ! Oahu, HI 2
S, 2.79g 1.50g 0.57g
S1 0.68g 0.60g 0.16 g






